
EYFS parent
coffee morning

A relaxed chance to hear how the children are 
settling, understand our daily rhythm and ask 
questions.

Thank you for being part of the start of their school 
journey.
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Mrs Vanstone – Early Years, Subject and Online Safety Lead

Mrs McGuirk – Assistant Head Teacher, Inclusion Lead & SENDCO

WELCOME
Who are we?



A WONDERFUL START

Settling into school

Confidence grows through familiar people, clear expectations and predictable routines.
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CHILDREN EXPLORING OR PLAYING

What we are noticing

Children are becoming familiar with their classrooms and adults.

They are learning our class rules and everyday routines.

Friendships, independence and confidence are beginning to 
grow.

We celebrate each small step — every child settles at their own 
pace.
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OUR DAILY RHYTHM

Learning through the day

Short, focused teaching sits alongside purposeful play and exploration.

01 Drawing Club Stories, imagination, talk and mark making

02 Phonics Sounds, blending and early reading

03 Maths Number, pattern, shape and mathematical talk

04
Mighty Muscles + Funky Fingers

Strengthening gross and fine motor skills
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HELPFUL REMINDERS

The little things that make a big difference

UNIFORM

Please put your child’s name in every item.

DRINKS

Water only in bottles, please.

PE

Our PE day is Wednesday.

READING

Books come home this week. Read daily 
where possible — little and often is perfect.
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ASSESSMENT AND PLANNING

Meeting children where they are

Assessment helps us understand each child — it is not a pass or fail test.

Right now

We are completing the 
national Reception Baseline 
Assessment and continuing 
to get to know every child 
as a learner and as an 
individual.

→

What happens next

We notice what children know, can do and are interested in.

Ongoing assessment informs our provision and next steps.

We adjust planning as we go, responding to individuals and the group.

This helps learning remain ambitious, meaningful and well 
matched.
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PARENT VOICE

Your knowledge helps us know your child

Families see different strengths, interests and experiences — we value that whole picture.
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Please complete our Parent Voice form

Share what matters to your child and family.

Tell us about interests, achievements or anything that may help us 
support them.

Forms are available on the classroom door at any time — not only 
today.
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THRIVE AT HTSJ

Support for children and families

Our Thrive approach helps us understand behaviour, nurture emotional development and strengthen readiness to learn.

Support may include

Warm, consistent relationships and emotionally safe classrooms.

Pastoral support when a child needs extra help with feelings, 
relationships or change.

Practical and compassionate family support, with signposting where 
helpful.

Working in partnership with you — please speak to us early, however 
small the concern may feel.
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Definition of Special Educational Needs in Kent. 

Kent County Council (KCC) defines special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) as a learning difficulty or 
disability that requires special health and education support. This can include children who have a medical 

condition or disability, or who have SEND without a diagnosis.

Every child or young person may experience challenges with their learning at some point. For most, these 
difficulties are often overcome with support from teachers and home. 

However, they may need extra help or provision put in place to help them to have the same opportunities as 
others.

Children are not considered to have SEND just because their first language is not English, although some children 
where English is a second language may also have SEND.
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What could SEND look like?

Some examples of SEND could include:

• Autism

• Speech, language, and communication needs (SLCN)

• Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD/ADD/ODD)

• Specific learning difficulties – dyslexia, dyspraxia, dyscalculia, dysgraphia, Language Processing Disorder 
(LPD), Auditory Processing Disorder (APD), Nonverbal Learning Disorder (NVLD)

• Physical disabilities - cerebral palsy, stroke, spina bifida, arthritis, spinal cord injury, epilepsy, and 
muscular dystrophy.

• Social and emotional mental health difficulties (SEMH)

• We have children across our school with a variety of SEND needs.

• A child does not need a diagnosis to access additional support. 
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Autism:

• Our school follows the guidance of the Autism Education Trust

• All staff have received specific AET training which helps us to remove barriers within the environment, use 
supportive strategies (where needed) and keep up-to-date with evidence-based research and 
recommendations to support children with what they need  
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What are the barriers for
your children?
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https://www.kent.gov.uk/about-the-council/strategies-and-policies/service-specific-policies/education-policies/send-strategies-and-policies/send-
mainstream-core-standards

All schools in Kent refer to the Mainstream Core 
Standards document. The standards provide a 
framework that helps schools support children and young people with 
SEND. 

The document is there to help parents support talks with your child’s 
school. 

Usually, a child with SEND will not need all the support shown in the 
standards. However, everyone is individual. So, the help can vary. It could 
include different strategies, interventions, and resources from across the 
whole strategy. 

The document has been co-produced with:
•Parents                                                   * children and young people
•Schools                                                   *specialist teachers
•educational psychologists             *health professionals
•members of the KCC team.

MAINSTREAM CORE STANDARDS
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Along with the Mainstream Core Standards document, our 
school uses the National Association for Special Educational 
Needs ‘Embedding inclusive practice’ to support underpin 
provision, including reasonable adjustments, for our 
children with SEND. 

INCLUSIVE PRACTICE
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Universal offer – tiered support approach
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UNIVERSAL OFFER
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UNIVERSAL OFFER
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UNIVERSAL OFFER
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SUPPORT AND INFORMATION
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SEND SUPPORT AND INFORMATION
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